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‘PREFACE. 


The publishers of Esther, Bradbury’s beautiful cantata, with a view of making it yet more 
worthy of its successful past, have.issued this\new edition,;containing many important additions 
tc the music and text, opening a new field for its use, viz. its presentation in costume with 
appropriate dramatic action. They have considered especially the demand for an adaptation 
suitable to amateur stage performance, and believe that in its new form this demand has been 
effectually and successfully fulfilled. 

None of the original matter has been omitted and many new choruses and solos have been 
added, greatly enhancing its value as a cantata, with or without dramatic action, for church en- 
tertainments and musical conventions 

THE PUBLISHERS 


Persons Represented. 


EstHeER, the Queen ; ' eee im | Gye 91 aeons Mea tanec at ke ttet Hou ODIO: 
AHASUERUS, the Hing. . ; er ae eee OS ahi ce Bass. 
Haman, the King’s Counsellor, athe Drertce: of the ean eo ites ate St esti ol elaevame DAULUOIIEY 
Morpecat, a Jew ; : : - ‘ P : A an ; oN Reve 5 Ns ier Tenor. 
ees Mm TSICU) CME MeN Pele Oh AT She ees Sarl emer, Se hehe e p@ON Urata 
MoRDECAY’S SISTER . : , ne, Meare Ios fishes ce rete eclaite iol mie mrotemU VOL L Loe 
PROPHETESS ars TUM en ais has SM stile o's cchin eh gtelaiet a hl Uh une «ar OODETUOs 
A MeEpIAN PRINCESS . : é ‘ ‘ : : ; : : : : sa oun s Alto. 
A PeERSIAN PRINCESS. res Caen, A Ness ALM" Sa PON Ee iene yh Pa ee NOEL de 
SCRIBE . : ; € . : : : “ A ri i - A : . - Baritone. 
BEGGAR : ; : ; : : : “ “ ¢ ; * : ; ok aes é Bass. 
HEGAl , : ; : : : : ‘ : ; 4 : ; 4 gORNY s 4 ; Bass. 
Hien Priest : ; F r A ; : : : : : Avan : : : Bass 
HERALD ; : : : F : ; A : . 5 < ° A omteetiee te Tenor. 
HARBONAH . : : : : : i : : : : oe ete) Pret ite Tenor. 


Persians, Jews, Pages, Guards, Maids of Honor, etc. 


Directions for Stage Business. 


Exits and entrances: /?., means right (facing the audience); Z., left; FR. D., right door; 
I. D., \eft door; S. #., second entrance; U. #., upper entrance; J. D., middle door; up stage, 
from the audience; down stage, toward the audience. 

Relative positions: #., means right; Z., left; C., centre; A. C., right of centre; Z. C., left 
of centre. = 


Synopsis. 


Esther was born in Persia 500 years before Christ. Being an orphan from infancy she was 
adopted by her uncle, Mordecai, who, recognizing her great natural beauty, trained her in the 
accomplishments of highest womanhood. She was chosen by the King of the Realm to be his 
wife and Queen. She did not disclose her nationality. Haman was Premier and favorite of 
the King. Haman hated Mordecai because he would not worship him as the King had com- 
manded. He did not know Mordecai’s relation to the Queen. To be revenged he obtained a decree 
for destroying all the Jews in the provinces. Mordecai discovers the plot and charges the Queen 
to petition the King for the safety of her people, which she does at the peril of her life, on account 
of the law that no one shall go unto the King unbidden. The King hears her petition, and Ha- 
man is defeated. Haman has prepared a gallows for Mordecai. An attendant informs the King 
of the fact. The King orders Haman to be hanged trom it and proclaims Mordecai Premier in 
his stead: After this the people rejoice. 


DIRECTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION AND COSTUMING. 


Ist. To organize a chorus or convention of singers. 
{f a stranger in the town or city you design to operate 
in, and there is no organized society, see personally 
the choristers and leading singers of the various 
churches. Don’t ask their advice as tothe encourage- 
ments or prospects; but inform them that Esther is 
going to be given, and invite them to come to the first 
rehearsal. This should be held in a pleasent hall or 
lecture room, capable of seating one or two hundred 
persons. Let the newspapers insert your call for this 
rehearsal in the local columns. Send circulars of in- 
vitation to all singers, but don’t neglect to call upon 
several of the representative singers and secure their 
cooperation. What you propose todo mnst embrace 
a course of valuable instruction, besides the recreation 
and pleasure of the thing. Plan your work so as to 
complete the course in from ten to twelve evenings, 
two the first week, and two, three, or four thereafter, 
till the end. Two or three towns or cities may be 
Kept in rehearsal by the same conductor at the 
same time. 

Ist rehearsal. 
ruses. 

In the course of the first evening ascertain, as far 
as possible, the quality and calibre of voices adapted 
to various solo parts; but don’t positively assign any 
solo parts till sure you are right. In every company 
of thirty singers there is always one who will make 
the best Queen, another the best King, another the 
best Haman, another the best Zelish, etc. Don’t give 
all the parts to members of one choir or ‘‘clique.” 

A little inquiry before the first rehearsal will great- 
ly aid in forming a correct judgment. 

It is well to ask one lady to sing Esther’s or Zerish’s 
or Prophetess’ solos one night, another the next, and 
so on, the positive assignments being left till the third 
or fourth rehearsal. 

Perhaps the full cast will not be completed before 
the fifth or sixth. 

After assignments are made, the King and Queen, 
the King and Haman, Haman and Zerish, etc., should 
practise together during the daytime. Also each of 
the solo parts should b2 thoroughly rehearsed private- 
ly, so as not to occupy the time of chorus singers in 
full rehearsal. 

Action should be commenced at third rehearsal, or 
sooner, and the music memorized as soon as possible, 
especially by the solo singers. 

Don’t try to go through the book at any one rehear- 
sal. One half is sufficient on any evening, except the 
two last, one of which at least should be a full stage 
rehearsal, with all the action. 

One week before the concerts (do not advertise 
less than two nights) commence the advertising. It 
pays ‘‘topay the printer.” Get out a nice program, 
a strong poster (two or three sheets). 

Out of one hundred cities and townsin which it has 
been my pleasure to direct this oratorio during the 
past three years, scarcely one fourth of them, at the 
beginning, offered the slightest encouragement. Cho- 
risters, teachers and directors, although desirous of 
having the work produced, havealmost invariably said, 
“No sir, you can’t accomplish anything here.” ‘Our 
singers know too much,” or ‘‘too little,” ‘‘and besides, 
you cannot find talent enough” or, ‘they won't train 
together,” ‘‘they consider themselves competent to do 
something better,” etc., ad libitum. But it has inva- 
riably happened that the best talent in every city has 
speedily become the most thoroughly interested and 
painstaking; those places which contained almost ‘‘no 
talent” have developed unheard of ability, and where 
home entertainments and concerts were usually or 
notoriously! failures, Esther has succeeded triumph- 
antly, gladdening the hearts of many despondent ones, 
brightening the exchequer of many depleted treasuries. 

Esther produced in Indianapolis $2,700; in Pitts- 


Note. For the benefit of those who desire information in 
regard to stage management and costumes, please address Mr. 
A. H. Newton, 47 Linden St.; Everett, Mass., who is fully 
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burg, $2,300; in Columbus, $2,000; in Evansville, 
Ii.d., $1,200; in Rochester, Utica, Troy, Lockport, 
Poughkeepsie, St. Paul (Minn.), St. Louis, Detroit, 
Kansas City, Burlington, Lowa, and other live cities, 
large and handsome ‘‘benefits” for libraries, musical 
societies, asylums, etc. 

If your society (you who read this Preface) is in 
debt, if your library, your orphan asylum, your church, 
wants a ‘‘benefit,” inaugurate ‘‘Esther,” and the thing 
is accomplished. 

Ten or twelve rehearsals only are necessary. The 
solo parts should be early assigned, and memorizew 
by the third rehearsal, at which time ‘‘action” should 
begin. If there are sixty or more singers in number, 
a double chorus may be formed, ‘‘ Jewish” and ‘‘Per- 
sian ;”otherwise all should learn both sets of choruses. 

The children, ten or twelve boys, the same number 
of girls, from six to twelve years old, can be taught 
their semi-choruses and marchings in four rehears- 
of an houreach. Their presence at evening (chorus) 
rehearsals is not necessary except the last, a stage 
rehearsal. Two bright boys and two girls are re- 
quired for King’s and Queen’s Pages, also a bright 
child of five or six years for the part of *‘Ida,’’ child of 
Haman and Zerish. Costumes and properties for 
the entire company, which add very greatly to the 
beauty and effectiveness of the performance, may be 
procured at trifling expense. 

Where the auditorium is large and the entertain- 
ment can be given for several successive evenirgs, 
rich wardrobe iS perhaps the most desirable. 

Get your tickets with coupons ready; diagram; ar- 
rangements for doorkeepers, ushers, etc., for there 
will probably be a rush for seats. 

Any announcement should be made before last act, 
and not after ‘‘Do I wake.” 

Costume for Jews: ladies’ sash of black calico, three 
anda half to four yards long, the ends torn into fringe 
three inches long. One side may be decorated with 
silver paper, stars and bars, or any device. ‘Turbans 
of same material with white and black streamers. 
Hair down, flowing. 

Persians: red, blue, pink, yellow, or any bright color 
for sash and turbans; gilt paper, beads, etc., for 
decoration. Hair down. Sashes to be worn over 
white skirt, plain or ‘‘filagreed,” not lower than short 
walking dress—the shorter the prettier. No shoes or 
boots for men, women, or children. A bolt of braid 
price ten cents, color to match sash and turban for 
each foot and ankle, to be crossed twice upon, and un- 
der the foot, and so up the ankle to the knee, fastened. 
Gentlemen and boys wear first a pair of socks, over 
which draw ‘‘two story” stockings, aud put on the 
braid as described, imitation of sandals, first rolling 
up the pants, or folding them in, and drawing stock- 
ings over them. Gents wear sash similar to ladies, 
or aplain frock belted around the waist, and turbans. 
Take off coat and vest. None but character per- 
sonations should wear a robe or crown. ‘The entire 
wardrobe for sixty singers may be gotten up neatly 
at an expense of seventy-five dollars, or solo costumes 
may be procured from a costumer, and sashes made 
at fifty cents each. 

Properties. Throne: a platform six f2et by four, 
one or two steps high, handsomely covered. Two 
high back chairs, covered with afghans or lap robes. 
Canopy, if practicable. Note. Throne may be set in 
rear centre and remain there permanently. For 
guards’ armor (Harbonah, Chamberlain, or Herald, be- 
ing two of them) four battle axes made of tin or 
wood, and mounted on staves five and ahalf feetlong. 
Flagon and goblets of wood, bronzed or gilt. Robes 
and crowns for leading characters may be made of 
velvet, richly trimmed, or of flannel, or cambric, and 
decorated with gilt paper, etc. 

By R. W. SEAGER. 
equipped with the paraphernalia necessary to produce this can 


tata on a small or large scale upon reasonable terms. 
Orchestra parts may be rented of the publishers. 


PROGRAM. 


OvERTURE ; y 


Recit: ‘‘ There is a certain people” 


5 | 17. 

ACT 1. SCENE I. 18. 
, Cuorvs. (Haman’s Friends.) . 8 
“Toudly sing, loudly sing”. sed the 
“Haman, Haman, long live Haman” ~, 10 

. Soto anp Corus. (Haman and Persians.) 12 | 19. 
‘ Behold this Mordecai ” ald 
. CHorus anv Soro, (Jews and Tenipan peg 

“The lament of the Jews” . . 14] 20. 

SCENE II. 
. Recrr. anp Duer. (Haman and King.) 18! 91. 


SoLo anp Cnorus. (Zeresh and Persians.) 


‘‘ Why should this Hebrew ” : . 44 
CHorvs ‘ . 46 
‘‘Then shall no care ” : ° . 46 
SCENE II. 
Recir. anp Scene. (King, Scribe and 
Haman.)o- 8 : : . 48 
“The night wears on” ° : . 48 
Cuorus . ° ° : . ol 
“Aha, aha, proud Hiden begins to 
fall” ; : . sl 
Quarter. (Male Taree : : . ol 


“The King hath given commandment”, 


44 


51 


Duet: “ A song of joy” . - 19 | 92. Cuorus anp Sotos , 5 E : bees: 
5. Soto. (Prophetess.) : ; : . 21 « Open ye the gates” . ; : , 5 
“Lo, o’er the wicked ” . ° - 21 “For he bringeth down” : « 53 
ACT Ik 23. Sie CHORUS ACCOMPANIMENT : . o4 
“Thou wilt keep him ” . : . O4 
6. Soo anp Corus. (Mordecat, Esther and We RR Ue der 2 : ; oie 
be pee sry ea 22 ‘peusiiin the’ ord 7702 oh 2 eo 
“‘ Tsrael! O Israel! ” . 22 
7 Duer anp Cuorus. (Mordecai, Rather ae ACT. V. SCENE I. 
. Jews.) . ° . - 24/95. Cyorus anp TritmpHaL Marcu . 58 
“Go thou unto the King i . 24 “ Hear proud Haman now proclaim” . 58 
3. Soto anp Cuorus. (Mordecat and eae) 29 “Thus shall it be done ” , 58 
Prayer for success: “To thee, O Lord” 29 
9 CuHorus. (Jew's.) : . 30 SCENE It. 
“ He that goeth forth and Peorath ” , 30 | 26. Soto anp Durer (Zeresh and Haman.) . 62 
10. Cuorus anp Soro. (Jews, Mordecai, etc.). 32 “Thy galling defeat ” . By: 
“ God is the Refuge” . : 32 | 27. Sono. (Bass.) : : ‘ : . 64 
“Song of the beggar ” : . 64 
ACT Ill. 
Ll. Mate Cuorvs. : “ ° . 84 POEM Eu: 
“ All hail to King Anseroris % . 84 | 28. CHorvs. - 65 
12. Femate Cuorus. (Hsther’s Maids of ““ Haill Hail! Hail! ¢ . 65 
Honor.) : 5 _ 35 | 29. Durr anp Cuorvus. (Haman, King and 
“ Behold our lovely Queen” . . 39 Chorus.) . Fy : - 66 
13 Recir. anp Scene. (King and Hsther.) . 36 “Long live our beauteous Queen”. - 66 
“ What is it, Queen Esther ?” . 86 | 80. Soros anp Cxorus . 69 
14. Durr anp Cuorus. (King, Hsther and Scene at the banquet . . 69 
Chorus.) ; : : : . 87 | 31. Durer. (Haman and Zeresh.) ee 
“ Long live our beauteous Queen ” 37 “ Farewell, the hour has come ” ilo 
32. Quarter AND FINALE . 16 
ACT. 1V. SCENE I. ‘“Do I wake, or am I dreaging?™ eeLG 
18 Cuorus. (Persians and Haman’s ‘When the Lord turned again ” ay thi 
Friends.) . 40 | 33. Crorvus ; - ‘ ° cots 
‘“‘ Hail to the Ripirch H . 40 “Our soul is eeeiied We : . 78 
°§, Soto, Trio anp Cuorvs . 41 | 34. CHoraLe . ; : 19 
“ Haste to the banquet ” . 41 “ Praise ye the Lord ” “4 . . . 19 
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Slow and gentle. 
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THE BEAUTIFUL QUEEN. 


AN Cilia 


ScENE I.— Open space in front of the gate of the KIN@’s palace. The gate to the right. Seats on either side 
for MorDECAL and other officials. At the back, oriental landscape, showing a portion of the walls encircling the 
palace. 

ING .. ssnorus: ( HAMAN’S FRIENDS. ) 
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No. 2. Solo and Chorus. (Haman anv Persians.) 
BEHOLD THIS MORDECAI. 


(MorDECAI enters, L, crosses the stage, and, without deigning to notice HAMAN, takes his seat at the K1nq@’s 
gate, R. <A group of Jews follow MorRDECAI on the stage, but remain in the background, L.) 
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18 ESTHER. 


Scene Il. The throne room of Kina AHASUERUS. The KiNG on throne, U. C.; guards on either side; H&R. 
ALD, L.; HARBONAH, R.; pages with goblets, R.; HAMAN and friends, L. 


No. 4. Recitative and Duet. (Haman anp Kine.) 
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No. 7: Duet and Chorus. (Morpecai, Estuer AND Jews.) 


GO THOU UNTO THE KING. 
Moderato. MORDECAL 3c to Esther). 
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No. 9. Chorus. (Jews,) 
HE THAT GOETH FORTH AND WEEPETH. 


The first eight measures may be sung as a soprano solo. 
CuHorRus (rise). 7" cres. 
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(First time, solo, MORDECAI’S sister; second time, MORDECAI and MORDECAI’S sister in unison and 
BHORUS softly, with hands and eyes raised.) 
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Scene. Sameas Act I, Scene II. The K1NG on throne; guards either side, court officials, ete, 


No. x11. Male Chorus. 
ALL HAIL TO KING AHASUERUS. 
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No. 14. Duet and Chorus. (Ke, EstHer anp Cuorvs. ) 
LONG LIVE OUR BEAUTEOUS QUEEN. 
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More than the beau- ti - ful, Find in thee a friend, Evy-er the du - ti - ful, 
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ScENE. The Kina’s gates. Sameas Act I, Scene I. 


No. I5. Chorus.  (PErstans AND HAMAN’s FRIENDS.) 
HAIL TO THE MONARCH. 
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HASTE TO THE BANQUET. 
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TRIO. (To Haman, while they invest him with his robe and crown.) 
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Peer 


Yet all this a -vail-eth me nought, all this a- vail-eth me 
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No. I7. Solo and Chorus. (ZERESH AND PERSIANS.) 


WHY SHOULD THIS HEBREW. 


ZERESH. 


SS See a rereene dress 
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Wh: hy shouldthis He-brew vex my lord, When ven-geance waitsup -on thy word! 
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Why should this He-brew vex my lord, When vengeance waits up - on 
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Makethou a_ gal-lows fif-ty cu-bits high, Andthere-on to-mor-row let this Hebrew i 
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) =k a ge a ee 
Then shallno care its shad-ow o’ertheefling! Then gothoumer-ri-ly un- to the Kingi 
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___ritard ad lib. 
ee TN Reoeet PSS =f ae ae = ee 
oo PO. REDO PE ees ee Oe te ape 
Then shallnocare its shadow o’er thee ae Then gothoumer-ri-ly une to the King! 
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there- on to-mor - row let this Hebrew die. 
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No. 18. Chorus. 
THEN SHALL NO CARE. ITS SHADOW O’ER THEE FLING. 


sea vivace, ZERESH WITH ALL THE ALTOS. 
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Then shallno care its shad-ow o’er thee fling, 
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Then go aaa mer-ri - ly un - to the King! Then shallno care its shadow ore thee fling, 
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Then go thou mer-ri-ly un- to the King! 
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Then go thoumer-ri-ly un-to theKing! Thenshallno care its shad-ow o’er thee fling! 
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Allegro. » N= 132, 
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mellow Ye sil tp the King. 
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Presto, (Exeunt through KIn@’s gates.) 
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Haste, haste, haste, haste,haste, haste. 
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(The scene changes.) 
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Scene II. The throne room, (same as Scene II, Act I), SCRIBE L., guards on either side. 
(Enter Kina, BR. Pee oe ) _— 
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No. 19. Recitative and Scene. (Kine, Scrise anp Haman.) 
THE NIGHT WEARS ON. 
ve SS: Kina. Lis kK 
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HAMAN, ad lib. Cheerful. 
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horse, as thou hast said, . . and do e-ven so to More de5 Cah, to Mor-de-cai, the Jew. 
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(Exit HAMAN, KING, GUARDS, I.) 


InNow20.- Chorus, (JEWS AND PERSIANS.) 
AHA, AHA, PROUD HAMAN BEGINS TO FALL. 
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No. 21. Quartet. ( MALE VOICES.) 
THE KING HATH GIVEN COMMANDMENT. 
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ESTHER. 


sure - ly his roy - al will is done, As night suc-ceeds the day. 
do e- ven so to ie de- cai, . To Mor - de - gai, the Jew. 
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No. 22. Chorus and Solos. 
OPEN YE THE GATES. 
Cnorus. (MIXED VOICES.) 
arcane 1 
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a - pen ye the gates, o -pen yethe gates. 
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O- pen ye the gates, ope the gates. 
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eyy- - er! For in fe eee Je- ne - vah is ev-er -last-ing strength,is ever - last - ing Fran 
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Morprcar s SISTER OR R QUE EN’S ohst see oF HONOR. 
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For thou hast been a strengthto the poor, A strengthto theneed-y in dis- 
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No. 23. Solo and Chorus.* 
THOU WILT KEEP HIM. 


MoRDECAI’S SISTER, OR MAID OF HONOR (kneeling with hands uplifted). 
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* First time solo, without chorus, second time solo and chorus pp. Chorus bow their heads during solo and sing with ang ; 
lifted hands and eyes. 


ESTHER. 55 


—— ae — — 
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THOU WILT KEEP HIM. 


Bass Sono (with obl.). HAGAI oR HIGH PRIEST. 
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ACT ON. 


Scene I. A public square in Shushan; on the left, a royal residence, from the balcony of which the Kine 
and QUEEN witness the festivities that follow. 


No. 25. Chorus and Triumphal March. (Jews, Perstans, Sorprers, Ere.) 
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Scene II. A street (in I). 


(HAs An enters L., i. mute distress. An old beggar solicits alms. HAMAN does not notice him.) 
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No. 27. Solo. ( Bass.) 
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; ScENE III. *Banquet hall in QUEEN ESTHER’S apartments., The QUEEN seated on the throne; Persians, 
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Duet and Chorus. ( HAMAN, KING AND CHORUS.) 


LONG LIVE OUR BEAUTEOUS QUEEN. 
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No. 30. Solos and Chorus. 
AT THE BANQUET. 
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(The KiNG leads the QUEEN down stage.) 
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(HaMANn implores mercy from the QUEEN. She spurns him. Zenresn with child advance, ESTHER is — 
momentarily overcome, but seeing HAMAN, recovers herself and turns from them, The KiNG comes down stage.) 
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(HAMAN embraces his child, turns to the guards and signifies his readiness to go with them. Exeunt.) 
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* Repeat in Chorus, S. and T. taking the upper part, and C. and B. the lower. 
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No. 32. Quartet and Finale. 
| DO I WAKE, OR AM I DREAMING.* 
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*Mordecai sings first as a solo, 2d solo Mordecai’s sister, 3d solo Zeresh, then Quartet forte, repeated py 
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